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IS THE NEW
KANYE WEST

Astro

By Stefanie Cohen

THEBROOKLYN-BORNMCWITH SWAGGERAND SAUCEHASTHEMIC, ANDHEAIN’T LETTIN’ ITGO

In the great tradition of
Mr. Imaletyoufinish, young
MC Brian Bradley, aka
Astro, made his mark at his
first X Factor audition by

shooting his mouth off.
“What is yourproblem, son?”

theprecocious 15-year-old asked
executiveproducer SimonCowell
as the judgewatched in shock.
“You luckyweain’t in the streets,”
he continued. “Cuz ifwewas in the
streets, this iswhat I’d say to you…”

Thenhe launched intohis single,
“StopLooking atMyMom”—and
proceeded tobringdown thehouse.

Theever-unflappableCowell
responded, “Youare arrogant, ob-
noxious andargumentative, but one
of themost talented youngpeople
I’veheard in a long, long time.”

Atpress time, the10th-grader
fromBrownsvillewasstillwowing
audienceswithhis rhymes, riffing
offEminem’s“LoseYourself”and
doingrightbyhismentor, legendary
producerLAReid.
“I used to run this label calledDef

Jam, andall those years Iwas there,
Iwas looking for you, but younever
walked in,” said abowled-overReid
after oneperformance.
LikeKanye,Astro is notone for

modesty.He toldXFactorhost Steve
Jones that he considers thehip-hop
heavyweight andhisKingofRhymes
pal Jay-Z tobehis competition.

“If yougivemeaboutfive years,
I’ll bebetter than Jay-Z,” he said.

DeviDev, co-host ofEminem’s
SiriusXMchannel Shade45, thinks
the little dudemay just have a shot:
“Astrohas the self-assurednessof
Kanye, the energy and true-to-form
craft of vets likeRunDMCand the
youth andmarketability of aBieber.
WatchinghimonXFactor youmight
aswell be looking into ahip-hop
crystal ball.”
WhetherornotAstro scores the

$5million anda recording contract,
there’s no stopping this shorty.
“Whenyouknowyour talent, no-

body canbring youdown,”he said.
Spoken like a truemichog.

JAY-Z CONNECTION
ProducedHova’s

Blueprintalbum;

accompaniedhim

ontheirWatch the

Throne tour

Duringanepisode

ofXFactor, judge

PaulaAbdul said,

“IknowJay-Zhas

his eyeonyou.”

SARTORIAL TASTE
Slittedshades,

leatherpants,

denimondenim
Thick-framed

glasses, baseball

caps,headphones

TAGS
Ye,Yeezy,TheLouis

VuittonDonAstronomicalKid,

CKO(CoolestKidOut)

INFLUENCES
WuTangClan

Biggie, 2Pac, Jay-Z

Head2Head
ASTRO

Age: 15

Height: 5'4"

KANYEWEST
Age: 34
Height: 5'9˝

Kanye infamously

claimed, “George

Bushdoesn’t care

aboutblackpeople,”

andcutoffTaylor

Swiftat theVMA’s

Firsthedissed

Cowell, thenAstro

boastedtoguest

judgeRihannathat

they“willbedoinga

collaboneday.”

BRAGGER SWAGGER

Brian
Bradley, aka
Astro, is the
New York
breakout

hit on The X
Factor.
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